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On the 20th February 200 Chins, of the Kanhow tribe,
attacked the British post of Anktaung in the Kubaw valley. The
attack was repulsed and the Chiefs of the Kanhows killed,

THE OCCUPATION OF WUNTHO.

The Sawbwa of Wuntho, who, under the lax rule of King Thibaw
had established himself in semi-independence, had hitherto failed
to yield more than a mere verbal submission to British authority.

Although repeatedly called upon to come in person to meet
the Commissioner of the Division and his civil officers, he had failed
to do so, professing fear of arrest. Moreover, much of the raiding
by dacoits in the territories of his neighbours who had submitted
to the British was attributed by them to the connivance, if not to
the influence, of this powerful Sawbiva. Further, he had failed to
pay any instalment of revenue, which in Burma is the outward and
visible sign of submission.

An ultimatum was therefore sent to him, and he was ordered to
meet Mr. Burgess, Commissioner of the Northern Division, on a

day named. In case of failure he was
Ultimatum.             , warned that the British forces would

advance on Wuntho, and he would be treated as an enemy. At
the same time every precaution was taken to make him reconsider
his position, and to avoid hurrying him into resistance. He, how-
ever, failed to meet the Commissioner, and while Mr. Burgess was
waiting at Manle for the expiration of the time allowed him,
authentic intelligence was received on the 13th January 1887 to
the effect that the Sawlwa had fled from his capital, which was in
a state of anarchy. An immediate advance of the British force
at Manle was consequently ordered.

Wuntho was situated west of the Bhamo district (2nd Brigade),
north of the Shwebo district (5th Brigade), and east of the Upper
Chindwin.

At the same time as the ultimatum was sent to the Sawbwa,
preparations were made to send two columns against Wuntho, in
the case of non-acceptance of the British terms. One column was
to start from Katha in the north and the other from Shwebo in
the south.